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Aa the yeara paaaed,Older membera died, othera moved away. 
•amiliea liX:IVing in, belonged to other churchea . The congregation 
beoa~ ao amall that on September 13th, I9G5 , the Church waa 
cloaed with a fitting aervice, to which once aeain Dr. Erneat 
Croaaley Hunter came from Toronto to give the meaaage . Inatead of 
a fo~l aermon, he told the atory of hia father 'a life,hia oon­
veraion and evangelhtic work. lbre than 100 , 000 peraona ma&:e 
public confeaaion for Chriat during hia miniatry . 

ev. G. A .Shielda of the ~albotv1lle charge conducted the 
service and introduced Dr. Hunt.-r. Chairman of Elein Preabytery, 
1lev. illiam Jhaver of D'-1t ton brought greetinga from 'Preabytery 

al•er !tathewa of the Croadey Hwtter Church read a brief hiatory 
eDit tne church. The Spri~ield choir provided the maio. 

' 
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1bre than four hWldred attended, maey of whom had been faithful 
atteD.denta in by gou dllj'a. Thoae who could not get into the church, 
could hear the aervice in their oara by meana ot a loud apea~er 
ayayem. 

leY. Eniett C.....aey Hunter, left, is seen with Mrs. 
Neil Ferguson, Mrs. Roy L8am on4 Wolter Mot-
thews outside the Crou&e,-Hunter United Church en. 

Dr. E. !lmssl ey: Hnute,J" died ill January , 1965 at the age of 77 years. 
He had served t he ohuroh an mninterrupted ministry of 55 years . Two of 

h i s sons, Gor don and John are ministers of Qhe United Church of Canada. 
~he little Crossley liunter Church is proud and honored to have retained 
t he interest of so great end busy a man, that twice in recent years , he has 
come to preach i n it on mel!X>rable occasions . 
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Croasley Hunter Church 
(Contuoaed fron Book I, Section on' The Church' ) 

In June !951, Rev R.C . Oopeland retired and waa 
aucce~y Rev . U.G . Oook for one year. 

Rev G.A .Shielda followed him and remained four 
yeara . Rev .G.GJ!effelfinger came next aiao for four 
yeara. Rev Jean Donaldaon came next but in the middle 
of her aecond year, received a call to a charge in 
the Hamilton Oonference .She departed in ~rch !964. 

For t he reoainder of the year we were aerved by 
two excellent~ atudenta for the miniatey - John 
~rown and Don Paraona . 

~he Sunday ~chool remained active but the 
attendenoe at the church aervice had dwindled to 
a mere dozen .. 

Other rural churohea were experiencing the aame 
ohangea. The Boarda of all Eaat Elgin Hnited Churohea 
were called together to diaoua the aituation. The 

reault waa that the ohargea of Springfield,RichmoDd 
and Bayham were re-arrauged, to include each appoint­
ment except Fairview a~ Croaaley Hunter. ~heae cong­
regation• were to diaperae among convenient churchea . 
The church waa cloaed 1n June !964 and preparations 
were to be made for a final cloaing oeremo~ in 
September. 

At oDoo,stopa were taken b)' a group ot lt!Umenito 
tam111oa to ao011n the ohuroh. It toek time tor their 
otter to ao through Preab)'tOJ7 and CoDtereaoe •uroea 
but iD 1960 their otter waa accepted aDd thO¥ an uaiDg 
tho ohllrah *-te • · 111ooe .ot wonhip. 

Tho aale price tor t.ho laDd, building ud oonteata ••• $ 700. 
!he Church truateea,who closed the deal were Wal~ U.taewa, 
William Wrlaht, Erneat Jenk1na, Kra.Marion £ppletord and 
Bdith £'Mll. 
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The Young ieople 'a Union 

Thia Society waa organized in I92G by Rev . and ~a. R.R.Connor ~d waa 
active for maD¥ yeara.The young people took their work aerioualy • • hey 
held weekly meetinga with well planned and well prepared programa. Thia 
did wch to develope initi8tlve, aelf coafidence and akill in itamembera. 
Uebatea on current iaauea waa a favourite ~pe of program. They prepared 
a play earl.¥ in the fall and produced not only at the Croadey llu.nter 
Church but at rnall¥ aurroundiug chu.rchea when they re~eived half of the 
adaiaaion take . 

They planned garden partiea, &eciala,concerta, food aalea, had bootha 
at gamea etc , chiefly aa mon~ caAing projecta. For yeara they took the 
reaponaibilty of ~ 100. 00 of the Church •a budget. 

~hey provided ahruba and pereunialll and land.acapeai the church lawn& . 

~hey kept their aociety up to date by ,alwaya having repreaentitivea 
at Y.P conferencea and campa. 

~heir aocial life waa active and tiap~ while the aociety remained 
active. There were aocial eveniuga 1a the homea , akating partiea, aleigh 
ridea and eJtchaage viaita to other aooietiea. 

OVer the yeara, cembera of t he Y.P.U. have been - Elizabeth, Clara and 
Henry Cowell , \'lill , Opal and Ruby Holl:lea, L:ary , Bill, l.!argaret , I.ouiaa 
and uavid Crawford, Erneat Jenkin&, Jane , Glen, Beatrice ud Bernice 
~aylor, Harold, Bob and Ik>llald Yerguaon, Florence Pettit , Ik>rotcy Smith, 
Robert , £velyn, Uarion, Jgnea, Boaa and Edith Abell , Clara, Clarence, 
Leon.ard,Harvey, Dorothy and Alioe \lillaey , ... ar Jorie Ackert , Carl and Rub;y 
\/right , Grace and Jean Appleford, John, Jean and Dorotl:cy' SWeet , ~ry, 
Dariua, Sarah, drulie , Fred and hva Grawburg ,Frank r/iltaie. :.!arie Legg, 
<.tertrude and noaa Evert , ;..arie Ferguaon. Hazel Learn, 

The ::'/omen • a 1:1aa1ona:ry Jociety 

.& note on another page tell how t h ia Society g row out of a lliadon 
Circle . The Circle recordsare loat. Since it became a aociety to include 
older women, the P.reaidenta have been -
~a. E .L.b'weet, l.lra • ...:argaret l'liltaie, Agnea ;tbell, l!ra . neil Ferguaon, 
1.1ra . Roy Uo Gret;or, ..:ra. Fred Booker, Ura. Hoy Learn, :.Ira . Harold 
Daviea , !Jra . Sydney Brunadon, ~a.George Jenkina, l!r& . Boy Ketcheba, 
:.Ira. Jtuart Fboenix, ilra. Bru.n&dou. 

l!o other rural Church in Elgin ha~« provided a a maey membera for t he 
freab;yterial Executive, for four year terma. 
Uiaa ~rjorie Ackert waa Secretary for C.G.I .T. ~a . Fred Booker for 
Cot~ity Friendship and later aa ~ectional Vice Preaident . 
l.lra . Boy ... a Gregor waa ;:Jectional Vice Preaident 1948 to 51 . 
Mra. E . L.SWeet aerv~ for ~aaion Cirolea, Chriatian Stewardahip,Chriatiaa 
Cittanahip and aa Preaident (1946 - 49) 
liarie Ferguaon wa >:~eo . of Chriatian Citizenahip. 
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.W.haion Band 

~his organization was fortunate in having Leadera who at~ed in office 
for long terna. The first Leader waa ....z-. !:eU FerguaoD • ..!rs . Fred Booker 
followed her and made arrangements for the meetings to be held at the 
aohool from 3 to 4 9 one Friday eaoh nx>nth. Thia brought ao maey nx>re 
children into it that two leaders were necessary . ~a. E .L.Sweet aasiat­
.ars . Booker until the Bookers nx>ved to london. 
::.tra. ;;iweet and .i.!ra. Hugh Duncan were ita Leaders until the Du.ncana 
o:>ved to Belnx>nt. 
A W .....! .S. ~mber waa appointed to be preaent at each Band meeting, take 
a treat for the children and aaaiat the Leader. 
''/hen the Sweeta llDVed out of the cor:muni ty11ra . ~~eu Ferguaon and llra . 
Fred Hide carried on until it diaba..!Cled in 1963. 

Baby Band 

Thh or!Sanization aerved the l!Dthera of the babies 9 even l!Dre .tho 
the babieaand under the auperviaion of ~a . Clarence /illaey and Mra. 
Roy KetchabiiW 9 they had very eDjoyable meetiDga 9 often ver,y informal 
becauae of baby chatter and activity. There waa a certain amount of U[aaion 
atudy 9 particularly of children of other landa. They made crib quil ta 
and atuffed toya for the balea . A cloae friendship grew up anx>ng the 
yow~ l!Dthera and they had a feelillg of belonging that they might have 
miaaed in a~ other type of church meeting. 

A oonaerted effort haa been made at the j utumn Thank offerLQg 
.weeting to include every one of theae groupa and alao to ahare the 
fellowship with groupa from other churches - Belmont, Gladato~ .st . 
~~~a , ~pleton9 Springfield , Trinity . and ~ons.An effort has always 
been made to bring an outstanding missionary apeaker. Among them h~ve 
beeu - Miaa innie fbund (Burma) Rev A.J .Waterman (r.~oundlandJ 
Mra . Robert Uewman(Rorthern Ontario) l!ira. I.oiae Bailie (S. Europe) 
11rs . J .T .White (Saakatohewan) lliaa Edith Sparling (China & HoDg KoDg) 
Rev . George Birtch(ChinaJ Har .... ld Hide (Africa) l\eV Jean I:onaldson 
(India ) . 

W1\h \he Chlll"'Ol taken oYer 111J Mllmeaitea, e caaa na _.e4 h'oa • 
waamt ap1Ddle ~ftiD the d'ar b¥ Bn. Hill a.iltea, __._ eu a br­
aaae,~ aDd pl.oed in the Spr1aaf1elc\ cblU'Oh. U na a ~1 ttiug •ariel 
t;e the ohunh, \he Oroaale;y-Baul~ •ftll&el1ata.8D4 Dr Bl'Deat Oneal-., 
Bmter 1lbe cher18Mc\ itt'~ hla iw alDlater .... j brua Cft88 elM ft8 

placec\
1 
in the Spr1Dct1elc\ oblaroh in --17 at the aama ~rea Ua ceusncatieu. 
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Fire Damage a Croasley Hunter UDi ted Church 

In September, 1959, ever.ything was in readiness tor the Church 
Anniversar.J to be held on the usual d~ - the second Sunday ot 
Spetember.The floor ot the Church had been freshly painted and there 
were new runners in the aisles. 

On Friday evening, September lith, previoua to the anniversary 
SUDday, Harold Stover ot Iqona, passing the Church in his car, :noticed 
SIIDlQI pouring from the root ot the entrance. He hurriedly went to the 
home ot l4ar1on Correy to report it.Mrs.Correy phoned the Belmnt Fire 
Depart~oent and gave the alarm to the neighboura, all ot whom reaponded 
in record time and the fire was under control before much damage had 
been done to the lll8ill building. 

Since the tire had been contined to the loft over the Entrance hall, 
it 1a believed to have been caused by detective wiring. The E.C.Boughner 
Lumber eo. ot Springfield restored the root promptly, Bert Hemphill, 
Eceotrio Contractor ot ql.ller rewired the building and local men cleaned 
up debriw. Three weeka later, the anniversaey waa held with a large 
congregation. Rev.Hetfelt1nger, the new m1n1ater on the Charge waa the 
preacher. 

• ••••••••••••••• 

Baby Band Graduation, June 1959. 

Thia service was held in the Ghuroh w1 th membera ot The w .ll.S and 110thera 
ot the Baby Band members preaent.The little graduatea are (lett to right) 
BorJUR~ Zavlts, Gregory Coney, LG Anne Hide and Steven Lunn.Behind them 
are Rev.G..A.Shielda wUh the Baby band Superintendents, Mra.Olarenoe Wlllaey 

• ~nd. lrlrs.Boy Ketohabaw. In tront , ready to receive the graduates into the 
.. u asion BaDd, are the lUasion Band Leade:ra, Kra.JleU Ferguson and ltra.F:red Hide. 

?CT • 
- Jim Free 

(absent 
from the 

~ picture) 

I 
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one of the et\ractiona at the 1959 Bel.DDnt AnnUal Fell Fair, waa 
e competition annng the tu.ral Schoola of the area for floata. 
The float prepared. b)' the Croaaley Hunter School was mat unique 
and waa the reault of spleDilld and hapw oooparat1on 8lZI>ng the 
coJIIIWDity DDthen of the chllclren. 
The belolr p1oturaa ahow it u e oove.red wagon, drawn by a team 
of boraaa.Driver of the team 1a una. Boy Ketohabaw and with her 
on the Driver'• aeat ia ~·· E'Ya ~.Intyre, the teacher of the 
Sohool. ~he children were all dressed il4>Jo.Daer dl"eaa. Some of 
t hem rode in the wagon. The othera followed beh1Di 1t. 
There were ~ ezoellent floata 1n the compatltion,~t to 
Cl'Oaaley Hunter'• oovered wagon. WD.t the fixst prise. 

o•c • ~9 

r--------=~----~-~--=---~=---~=--------------~-----,-! 
o•c • ~9 

1959 

c 
r 
0 

• 

H 
ll 
a 

• t 

1" 

s 
0 
h 
0 

0 

1 

B 
e 
1 

• 
0 
a 
t 

., 
• 
1 
r 



( 

( 

( 89) 

The Schoo l 
(Contti nued from Book t l ) 

Followi ng ..:rso . Arda t h {Cline) .:.Ullard as teacher was Joy 1-~e.r..r..edy f or 
t he year 1952 - 53 at a aalary of ~ 2, 200 . 

For the yeara 1953 - 55 Harley Rath taugh t . His salary was $ 2, 300 . 

Following h im, ~s. J.I~Int7re(Eva ~aylor) taught until 1963 

~1ra . Lewia Helka tsught unti l t he sw:r.1er of 1905 . 

At t h is time the pressure from t he uepartment v1aa to~,litroug t o resilit 
~ longer t o eatablish Centra l cons~lidated sochoola . Since it couldnt be 
made ready f or t he fall term, arrangemen t waa t~ade to accol!ladate Grade 1 end 2 
o t all Sout h Dorchester, at t he ~ona s chool with wra . Cec• il BBAter as 
teacher,Gradea 3 and 4 at Crossley Hunter school with MJ-ss Sharon Ibulton 
as. teacher , Grades 5 aa d 6 at t he L&rtin &chool with ;.Irs. Harold Davies aa 
teacher and Gradea 7 and 8 at York ~chool with ~s . L~elka a a teacher. 

A auitable site wil l be selected and a new central • chool wil l be built 
i u the near fut ure . 

j tea aon traot o~ lancl na boQ8ht trea Aaron BDMrta about llidwq 
betwau lhe Creaaley &mMr ODraer aDd Hip--., t 73 en tho •rlh aide •~ 
the read aDd duriJIC 1966 the ... acbool na cempletecl wilh claaaea M­
cinabc ia a in Sept-.bn'. 

On Oo~eD.r lat, 1966, the eld acbeel 'WJlt up ~er •otio• aDd na 
~Qrohaaed bT J. Belmar ~er $ 2,100.00. 

The eld Soboel Seot1 .. t 5 Mania SobM1(1909), t 6,:I¥uall872) 
t?,Croaal~ Huter (1911), #8,Jft.Venoa (191•) all4 Yerk. S.S.t 10 
( 1867) are inoluded. ia lhe n• fnuhip Soboel. The chilclatk traul te 
aad from U by buaea dri'YP b7 Mr. GM~ Stratten,Kra. H. ~rattea, 
Kra. P. Daaiel, XI'. 0 .o .Daaiel. 
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NEW AREA SCHOOL - The South Dorchester Township Area School, west of the round barn Oft 73 
highway, north of Lyons, was officially opened Friday night. The new seven - room school bakes in five 
old one - room schools. Left to right are R. E: Rawlings, Elgin inspector of public schools; Donald W. Scott, 
superintendent of elementary and secondary schools in Western Ontario, who was guest speaker ; William 
Shackleton, chairman of the new seh<?Ol board; R. 'K. McNeil, MPP, Elgin, and Ronald Farrow, principal of 
the school. · 
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.Yembera at the ataft were :­
Mr. R. Farftw ( Pri•oipal) 
lire. ll. Helka 
Mra. Ger~rade DaTiaa 
Kila S. Paul ie• 
lliaa G.~ 
Jlra I • C. lema• 
14ra E. Baxter 
lira. A Je.altina ( Priaclpal' a 

Belief} 
Mra. H. Te~ik(Mlaic) 
ill".&. lira. s .Bruaede• 

( Caretalat:ra) 

( 91 ) 

Kembere ot the Scboal Beard • 
William Shaoklakj (Chail"IDU) 
O.rdenGnt · 
Hanld Nich 
S~uart HaoPix 
Kea Shaoklwten 
O.O.Daaial(Secretar,y-!reaeurer) 

Oa the evuiag at Ooteber 28th, 1966, Opall n.uae ••• held whe• pventa 
and i•te:reated t:rieDda o.. 1ie loek aver the aew aohoal and aee same af the 
ptpil' a wrk.The tallaw1Jig ia • program af the e-veniDg, haD.d done 'b7 the. 
ptpUa. 

•¥• · -~ .. ~-.. ·-.;t:. ~· ---- ·. ·-~ .... 
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Dear Pals and Friends 
of S. S. # 7, South Dorchester. 

July 14, 1966 . 
B.ox f!33, 
Aylmer, Ontario . 

You are invited to at t end 

Reunion of Crossley- Hunt er School Pals, 

Students, teachers and friends of the 

community of S. s. # 7. South Dorchester, 

prior to the closing of the school . 

WHERE 

h'HEN 

Cr ossley Hunter School 

Sunday , July 31st , 1966 

REGISTRATION at 11.00 a . m. 

DINNER 12 . 30 o ' clock 

SUPPER ? ? ? 

Come and revive old memories with young and 
old (alike) . 

BRING - picnic lunch for your carloa d, cutlery, lawn 
chairs and any school pictures you have. 

Beverage , ice cream , plates and cups will be 
supplied. 

Yours for a pleasant day, 

Gertrude (Evert ) Holmes , 
secretary . 
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Farwell te Creasley Bwlter Sclaoel 

*n than three hundred former students at Cresa.ley Hunter School 
travelled frem their be.a 1n Detnit,Terente,Le!JUn, Weedateok aad 
ather points te atteDd a reunien at the sohoal an Sunday, JUly :nat, 
1966. A t1u DeW area aalaool ia being oampleted a mile east ef the 
old scboel aod all Darcheater ~ewoahi» atudents will begin claasea 
there in the tall. 

~his event was arranged by the • Pala', an organisation of farmer 
students that has been bolding annual maet1nea tar j'eara. Fellewinc 
a tour at the acbool hauae where ~ pictures were en display, Jll'a. 
Grey Fuller(Beatrice ~ayler) read a hiatal"¥ et the ac.Ual at Creaaley 
Hunte:r • thia ene bei.De the third bu1ldi •• Letters frem W. ten.:r 
teachers were read• ODe frem Kra.~:rtle(Bftwa)B ... ll at Springf'1eld 
awl aD& trem Krs.~1na (lfeble) JISViCU' et ~erente, a teacher in 1898 
and whe is ~inety three years eld. 

Pr1aea te the oldest students present went te lira. Henry Culllaa 
ot qlmer aDd ill'. \'falter Ba)eri.t ~orenie. 

lll' and Jlra. Rllaaell Mlal't1D, presidents et Pals. acted aa chail'ID8D 

llr and Kra. Be~ U.lmes ot fwell Sound ceDducted a pregram at a~ts for 
the olilld1'8D. 

A tine picnic lunch waa aened at naen and maD¥, reluctant te leaTe
1 

stayed fer auethe:r pionic meal in the avenine. 

8MwD hue , rec1aterizw(lett te ript)Jira.Harr7 SWaDOe et 
WMClateo.k(Opal S.l••) a 1924 atudent.Walte:r Btllefta(8l)et 
!e:reni;e.a 1889 •twient, his brether Eric Btlte:rta(?-il et Trenten. 
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Vlewi»g eld olaas pioturea during the 
Eeunlon ..a eld acheolmatea. J.Pr.a left toe right -
l4ra.Genld Crippa,llderton(Eft Gnnrburg) ,Kra. 8dre~r 
MoGreser,Tillaenbar,c(Blisabeth Oowell),R.W.at Gieae, 
I:enc»n and Jlra. Fred Bieker, x.Dden (Sarah Grftb~) 





I 

~ '1910 picture of the same aoheel. ne teacher ~ 
~· lett ia i.lias lMMl Mitten, the lu~ ieecber 
in Ule eld soho•l• •~ the end et the ~el'ID, the 
aolaool waa tern down aDd ~e new red brick one bui lt. 

Front row - Ma¥ Jeh.nsen, Fred Grawbu.rg, Henry Leg, Jim 
Jenki ns,Clare .Appletord, Al'Mrt .Ash~, !!!harman Legg, 
Geerge Jenld.ua, Olerenoe Z.gera, Aaren BtD&rta. 

2nd rew - Irene Betterl&j', llarJorie Ackert, Laura fenkins, 
a..oe .aahten,Co~ Bagnal l,Grace Appleterd,LillLI Bet terley . 

l 

ard NW- Ise'bel Mi tton(Teaoher),Ethel Betterlq, Edith 
.r.hnaen,llaJ7 Grnbu.rg, Theresa BtHrta, Alma Wrigh\,Beatrioe 
Aah\on,~arl Betterley ,Jean ~ppleterd, Rll~ \'/right, Edith 
Bunall,.Adrian .aallten,Allen Gr•ba.rg, Jlilten abena, 

' Fred \fe.d. 
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